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CHANGE OF STATUS 
J-1 TO F-1  

 
To request a change of status from J-1 to F-1 while inside the U.S.** you must do the following: 
 
1.  Complete form I-539 
2.  Make check payable to “Department of Homeland Security” (no abbreviations) for $195.00. 
     (Filing fee subject to change.  Please check www.immigration.gov/graphics/formsfee/forms/index.htm for updates.) 
3.  “Verification of Student Status by Advisor” form stating: 

• Your program level and field of study. 
• Starting date of your program and expected completion date of that program. 
• Amount of assistantship provided by department, if applicable. 

4.  Proof of financial support; you must provide evidence of full support that will be shown on your I-20. 
5.  Letter from you to the United States Citizenship and Immigration Service (USCIS) stating why you wish to change 
status. 
6.  Bring the following to your appointment with OISS. 
  I-94 
  ALL DS-2019 form/s 
  Waiver or No Objection statement from the State Department to 212 (e) (if applicable) 
  Passport 
  Proof of payment of $100.00 SEVIS fee. For more information visit www.fmjfee.com 
 
OISS will then do the following: 

 Process an I-20 for your program based on the letter from your advisor.  You will read and then sign the I-20 form. 
 After we review the application, you will mail the following to BCIS in Lincoln, NE: 

  Form I-539 
  Check payable to “Department of Homeland Security” (no abbreviations) for $140.00 

 Copy of your Passport pages showing both the picture and expiration date 
 Copy of your U.S. visa page 
 Copy of the front and back of the I-94 card (the little white card normally put in your passport) 
 Copies of your family’s I-94 cards (front and back of the cards) 
 Copies of ALL SEVIS DS-2019 forms including dependents 
 Form I-20 
 Financial proof 

  Bank statement showing financial proof 
  Copy of the letter offering an assistantship (if applicable) 

  Letter requesting change of status to F-1 
  Waiver or No Objection statement from the State Department to 212 (e) (if applicable) 
 
**If you are traveling outside the U.S., you can do the change of status on re-entry if you take the I-20 with you 
and obtain an F-1 visa in your passport then you can enter the U.S. as an F-1 student. 
 
YOU ARE INELIGIBLE TO APPLY IF YOU ARE SUBJECT TO TWO-YEAR HOME-COUNTRY PHYSICAL 
PRESENCE REQUIREMENT [212 (e)] 
 
 

CERTIFIED MAIL EXPRESS MAIL: 
United States Citizenship and Immigration Service 
Nebraska Service Center 
PO Box 87539 
Lincoln NE, 68501-7539 

United States Citizenship and Immigration Services 
Nebraska Service Center 
850 S Street 
Lincoln NE, 68501-7539 

Contact Person: 
Mr. Terry Way 
402-323-7830 
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